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You know the nearer your destination
The more you're slip sliding away
Paul Simon

There are always some people who think that their time has just begun while others
fear that they have run the course of history. During the Great Depression of the
1930s, liberals lamented the decay of free market capitalism and social democrats
were disappointed that the organized capitalism they had envisioned as an
alternative to the unfettered rule of capital had not materialized. Communists saw
the general crisis of capitalism as the perfect chance to advocate their Soviet
alternative whereas the Nazis rebuilt the power of capital in the name of racial
superiority. Reflecting on the economic and political conditions of the 1930s,
Adorno and Horkheimer argued that the dialectic of enlightenment had transformed
societies in such a way that the historical choices Rosa Luxemburg had seen -
‘socialism or barbarism’ - were replaced by different kinds of barbarism. Dissident
intellectuals like Benjamin, Freud, and Arendt seconded such arguments. Keynes
struck a more positive tone by suggesting a reinvention of liberalism that could
align it with reformist labour movements.

Without a doubt, Keynes’s embedded liberalism was much more human than
Hitler’s and Stalin’s respective empires. Yet capitalism with a human face also had
its costs: democratic participation was subjugated to technocratic management
processes, entire groups of people, notably women, ethnic minorities, and
immigrants, were marginalized, the Global South was turned into a site of proxy-
wars between capitalism and Soviet communism, and Mother Nature was misused
in the name of never-ending prosperity. By the late 1960s, a new generation of
protestors, inspired by theoreticians such as Marcuse and Mills but also by poets
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and singers of a burgeoning counter-culture, rebelled against the one-dimensional
men that the allegedly antagonistic systems of the East and the West had both
produced. Critical thinking, it seemed, became a force of social change.
Unfortunately, it didn’t take long until the then New Left began to mimic Old Left
party building, with each self-appointed vanguard organization claiming exclusive
possession of the eternal truth, or disintegrating into single-issue movements of all
kinds. With hindsight, the respective insularities of those new proletarian vanguards
and social movements look like a practical anticipation of postmodern thinking,
which accompanied the rise of neoliberalism in the 1980s.

The collapse of the Soviet empire completed the complementary rise of
neoliberalism on the right and postmodernism on the left. [ronically, even the small
group of socialists who maintained that there are alternatives to capitalism and
actually existing socialism abandoned their hopes after the latter ceased to exist.
During the 1990s, neoliberals were as triumphant as Soviet propagandists had been
in the 1930s, while the left was as scattered and disoriented as Great Depression
liberals. Critical theories were as homeless as they were during that earlier period.
The discontent with neoliberalism, which was growing over the 1990s, eventually
produced a new generation of protestors who took to the streets without reading
Marx, Marcuse or Mao. At a series of World Social Forums and similar events, each
presenting a mix of protests and teach-ins, they sought to build a movement of
movements - but couldn’t withstand the pressures of permanent warfare to which
neoliberalism took refuge after the New Economy boom went bust. The Great
Recession of recent years produced new kinds of discontent but, so far at least,
nothing that amounts to a movement for progressive change (the many urban
occupations that have cascaded from the Arab Spring to the 15-M movement in
Spain, and Occupy Wall Street are a hopeful sign). Yet ideas around which such
movements could coalesce are in short supply. Where they exist, they oscillate
between abstract principles and small-scale experiments as in the days of Fourier
and Owen. Unlike the utopian socialists of the early 19t century, though, we possess
lots of experiences of failure that might contribute to a new socialist project.

In a world that has entirely changed since capitalism and socialist critique first
developed, old questions need to be answered in new ways. What is the relationship
between our understandings of the world and visions of a new world? How much
understanding of reality is possible in the first place? Where is the line between
concrete utopias and eschatological beliefs? Who are the agents of progressive
change? Which role can intellectuals play to support such change?



The Society of Socialist Studies invites proposals for papers, roundtables, and
session addressing any aspect of the theme of “Crossroads: Critical Theories in an
Uncertain World”.

Proposals for Roundtables and Sessions

At this point we are mainly interested in proposals for roundtables and sessions,
which will then be posted on our website so that individuals can propose papers to
all suggested sessions. Proposals for roundtables should include a list of
participants. Unlike sessions they are not open for individual proposals.

Proposals for Papers

You can submit proposals for an individual paper at this point. The Programme
Committee will try to find a place for it. Sessions open for individual proposals will
be posted to our website as soon as they are accepted by the Programme
Committee.

Please note: The Society for Socialist Studies is committed to interdisciplinary work.
Anyone suggesting a session, roundtable, or paper who is also affiliated with other
associations participating in Congress may think about cross-listing their proposals.

Please submit abstracts (maximum of 100 words) for any proposals before 15
January 2012 to: Ingo Schmidt, Programme Committee Chair, ingos@athabascau.ca

Sessions open for Individual Paper Submissions

1. The Aspiring Superpower in an Uncertain World: Some Critical
Observations on India

India, the 2nd fastest growing economy, maintaining an average of 8% growth for the
last 25 years, is also the 4th largest economy of the world according to PPP. Yes, it is
the home of the world’s 4th largest number of billionaires, and also the home to
world’s largest population of poor, hungry, and illiterate with inequality increasing.
Demographic dividends as well as its few world class institutions have made her the
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back office of 360 Forbes 500 companies, yet thousands of farmers have committed
suicide unable to pay their debts. So, there are two Indias: the Shining India (India)
and the Suffering India (Bharat). Besides these macro observations, we also need to
see critically how some vulnerable groups such as its aboriginal peoples, dalits,
women, people working in the informal sector, are facing this dichotomy. It is also
important to see the state of its environment in the context of present development
discourse, given that “Ecology is the Permanent Economy”. This session invites
presentations on economic, social, ecological themes that deal with this dichotomy
from a wide range of scholars.

Please submit your abstract (100 words) electronically to: Kanchan Sarker;
kanchan.sarker@ubc.ca; sarkerk@gmail.com

2. Reclaiming the Public University in Canada

For years, academics have been organizing sessions to analyze and critique the
corporatization of Canada's universities. Although the evolution of this process still
merits academic attention, this session will be devoted exclusively to papers
addressing strategies to resist corporatization and to reclaim or remake public - and
public serving - higher education in Canada. Papers may focus on challenges to
university corporatization that have taken place either in the past or that are
ongoing in Canada or elsewhere. Or, they may present and advocate new ideas and
approaches to reclaiming public higher education based on the ideas of various
social theorists and thinkers, strategies adopted by other social movements, and/or
their author's own experiences and imaginings. Papers may be empirical, analytical,
comparative, or a combination of these.

Please submit your proposal to: Claire Polster, Department of Sociology and Social
Studies, University of Regina, claire.polster@uregina.ca

3. Work, Employment and Inequality in the Uncertain World

This session will attempt to explore the significance of work and employment in
configuration and maintenance of social inequality. Once assumed to be a near-
universal factor of inequality formation, work and employment have been re-
considered both by academics, who have been grappling with the relative
importance of categorical and class/status inequalities, and by policy makers, who
have defined work as a particularistic interest of the employed and thus tangential
to the general policies of social inclusion.
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This session invites research on the current state and trends in work and
employment relations in Canada and globally. Both case studies and
sectorial/regional /international comparative studies are welcome. We particularly
invite research which considers the intersections of work and employment with
other areas that form the complex and apparently discontinuous structure of social
inequality: gender and familial relations, race / ethnicity / migration, public policy,
politics, social movements...

Please submit your proposal to: Ivanka Knezevic, Sessional Lecturer, University of
Toronto, knezevic@chass.utoronto.ca

4. ‘Women’s Work’ at the Crossroads: Re-Inventing the Project for the 21st
Century

Prior to the fall of communism, Soviet state policy of full employment and benefits
for women was of great interest to second wave feminists. In the run up to the year
2000 pundits were proclaiming (given there were now more women at work than
men) that the 21st century belongs to women. While women'’s ‘work’ has been used
in multitude ways to challenge the patriarchal structures of capitalism, we still have
not seen significant gains of equality in the workplace, the home, or society in
general for the majority of women. This session calls for empirical and theoretical
papers that investigate how women’s ‘work’ at any number of crossroads can be
used to re-invent the project for the 21st century.

Please submit your proposal to: Debbie Dergousoff, PhD, Sociology/Anthropology,
Simon Fraser University, ddergous@sfu.ca
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